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men have circumstances as they wish them. If the public wants to criticise Mr, Baldwin's leadership the scope of its criticism should be clear. It must remember that no strong man would have taken on the task he did after the defeat of 1923. The position has been the same with his upbraided nominee Lord Irwin. It is not fair to criticise too widely. It is only just to remember that a great leader would not have taken office on either occasion. In each case there was a sacrifice; a sentimental sense of duty that can circumspectly be admired, though strictly speaking to outbid one's own capacity is wrong. Mr. Baldwin thought he had a duty to attempt conciliation. In the same spirit Lord Irwin answered the Conservative leader's call to an impossible position in another sphere. Those who have enjoyed the quiet which compromise always affords have reason to be grateful, for worse is sure to come. Nevertheless these men must stand by their own decisions and the question remains whether their sacrifices have been worth the postponement of the issues. There will always be a generation to congratulate Mr. Baldwin. A century that cannot fail to see a revolution in its values will be grateful to a leader who overcame it twice in a period of unparalleled enervation. He stands condemned by every principle of statesmanship, but he has the excuse of expediency at a time when public life was shorn of leaders fit to weather crises*
With a coalition Government in power the late Prime Minister cuts less of a sorry figure. He has the satisfaction as a party leader of having brought the Socialists to a similar compromise. It was a powerful Mr, Ramsay MacDonald who in 1929 swept the polls with the cant of peace and answered the Liberals, that "if any one can cure unemployment in twelve months, Labour can/' Today an overtired and pass6 actor struts before the fading limelights. Within two years he is even more the " flunkey1* than his predecessor. He, too, has been sold to the Asquithian fiction of the democratic idea. Mr. Baldwins rule of compromise at least has shattered his opponents*